United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/635,104 



08/06/2003 



William R. Heneveld SR. 



277 7590 11/03/2005 

PRICE HENEVELD COOPER DEWITT & LITTON, LLP 
695 KENMOOR, S.E. 
P O BOX 2567 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49501 



HEN10P.303 



6962 



EXAMINER 



KRAMER, DEAN J 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3652 



DATE MAILED: 1 1/03/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 

10/635,104 


Applicant(s) 

HENEVELD, WILLIAM R. 


Examiner 

Dean J. Kramer 


Art Unit 

3652 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed 9/23/05 and the remarks presented therewith have been 
carefully considered. However, they are not deemed to be fully persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . Claims 4, 27-30, 32, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 4 is confusing in that it is unclear whether the term "a cover", as recited in 
the first line of claim 4, is meant to be a different cover from that recited in claim 1 from 
which claim 4 depends. 

Claim 27 appears to contradict that what is disclosed in the specification and 
shown in the drawings in that it sets forth teeth "on the handle" (see lines 9 and 10 of 
claim 27). As best shown in Figures 2-5 and 15-18, the teeth appear to be disposed on 
the button and the tool head but not on the handle itself. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Albers 
(261,894). 
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Albers shows an adjustable tool comprising a head (A), a handle (B), a pivot axis 
(a), and a button assembly (D) having at least a portion (i') thereof spaced from pivot 
axis (a). 

4. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Vosbikian 
(5,425,153). 

Vosbikian shows an adjustable tool comprising a head (20,40), a handle (70), a 
pivot axis (50), and a button (72). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-18, 31, 36, 37, and 41 are allowed. 

6. Claim 27 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

7. Claims 4, 28-30, 32, and 42 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 39, 40, and 43 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Drawings 

9. The corrected drawings were received on 9/23/05. These drawings are 
approved by the examiner. 
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Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Iwan et al. (320,136) shows a pair of mating flanges having 
angled teeth. 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dean J. Kramer whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6926. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (7:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). A 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3652 
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